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Sermon of the Week:
Abraham’s Return: Leaving Egypt, Entering the Promise

Passage: Genesis 13:1-10
Date: February 2, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Abraham, believing that fleeing into Egypt
was the way to survive the famine, followed his
flesh and fell into great sin. Yet, God did not
rebuke him and instead delivered him. The fact
that Abraham came out of Egypt is of great
significance, for Egypt was not a place meant to
stay but a place to leave. Abraham returned to
the land appointed by God—the land of Canaan,
where there was the altar and the name of the
Lord. There, he went to the place where he had

first built an altar,

and with

a heart

overwhelmed by grace, he called upon the
name of the Lord, who did not condemn him for
his sin but granted him salvation [Genesis 13:4].

Just as Abraham was called by God, the era
of calling is the era of faith and promise. When
Adam, who was created in the first creation, fell
into ruin through Satan, God brought an end to
the era of created man and continued His
redemptive work through Abraham, the man of
calling. Under the law, blessings and curses
were based upon human deeds. However,
beginning with Abraham, a new era began—an
era of promise and faith, in which God alone
established His covenant and faithfully upheld

it, regardless of human sin.

Although Abraham, by escaping to Egypt,
fell into sin and a great snare, God not only
preserved him but also blessed him with
material wealth before bringing him back to
Canaan. Likewise, even if a saved person follows
the flesh and falls into the snares of sin, they
must not remain there. Those who are born of
the Spirit have the Spirit of God dwelling within
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them, and therefore, their spirit cannot sin.
However, because the soul and body, which are
made of dust, have not yet been fully redeemed,
the soul may still fall into sin. Therefore, the
salvation of the spirit overflowing into the soul
needs to take place and this is the gradual
process of sanctification. This is what it means
when Scripture exhorts, "If by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live"
[Romans 8:13 ESV].

Those who have received salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ may experience
deep anguish over the sins committed by their
soul. However, excessive preoccupation with sin
is Satan’s trick to drag believers back into the
fallen state of Adam. Even if we have sinned, we
must not condemn ourselves but instead
immediately return to the indwelling Lord, our
redeemed spirit. The moment we enter into
Christ, the issue is resolved. As we recognize
that Christ has already forgiven even this sin, we
experience His love more profoundly, and the
sins that once ensnared us lose their hold.
Through such experiences, God leads us to even
greater blessings.

Despite Abraham’s grievous sin in Egypt,
God restored him as His son once he left Egypt
and immediately worshiped the Lord upon
entering Canaan. When the soul falls into sin,
true repentance is not remaining stuck in
despair but turning to the Spirit and entering
into Christ. The death and resurrection of Jesus
were to destroy the power of Satan within us.
Even now, God does not rebuke His children;
rather, He rebukes Satan, who seeks to
obscure the truth of the gospel. Although
those who are born again may sin, like the
apostle Paul, we must daily take up the cross
and die to ourselves. Instead of condemning
ourselves, we must put to death the deeds of
the body through the Spirit. This is the life
that truly enters into Christ and the
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repentance that God receives.

While Abraham's escape into Egypt was
a tragedy, his return to Canaan marked his
transformation into a new man. Upon
returning, he came to a profound realization:
that God alone is his everything, that all
things are in God’s hands, and that regardless
of circumstances, God would protect and
sustain  him. Therefore, he entrusted
everything to the Lord. His faith matured to
the point where he could declare,“My choices
belong to God; my destiny, my decisions, and
my life’s direction are in His hands alone”

When Abraham returned to Canaan, strife
arose among the shepherds, prompting him
to say to Lot, “We are kinsmen; let us not
quarrel before the pagans.” Having reached a
state where he saw nothing apart from God,
Abraham entrusted all decisions to the Lord,
allowing Lot to choose his own path. Though
Abraham had relied on Lot in the role of a
son, he was now able to let him go. He
became a man who relied on nothing but God
alone. This is the fulfillment of God’s
command to leave one’s father’s house and
family. Only after Abraham’s return from
Egypt did he fully separate himself from all
that he needed to leave behind and live in
complete accordance with God's calling.

It was only after Abraham separated
from Lot that God’s promise to Abraham of
descendants and land could be realized.
When faith overcomes trials, God's promises
are affirmed and fulfilled. May this precious
reality be abundantly manifested in us
today—that we, becoming one with Christ,
may partake of all that is high, mighty and
glorious in God.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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