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Sermon of the Week:
Jesus Christ, the True Manna

Passage: Numbers 11:1-11 (ESV)
Date: March 26, 2025 (Wed)
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

From chapters 1 through 9 in the book of
Numbers, we've seen how powerfully God
protected His people, had fellowship with them,
and blessed them in countless ways after
delivering them from Egypt. Yet, the Israelites
only responded with complaint after complaint.
Particularly notable is the influence of the
rabble—the mixed multitude who joined Israel
when they left Egypt. These outsiders, whose
lineage was unclear and not from God, made
trouble by stirring up cravings in people and
leading them to weep and grumble before the
Lord.

In Galatians 2:4, the apostle Paul also
speaks about “false brothers secretly brought
in.” They infiltrated the body of Christ to spy out
the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to
bring us back into the bondage of slavery. Their
aim is to drag the church—set free forever by
the blood of Jesus—back down to the level of
the flesh by insisting that we must keep the law
by ourselves.

But the law cannot be kept by the flesh.
This is why God sent Jesus Christ: to die and rise
with us, thereby fulfilling the law on our behalf.
Whoever believes in Him and receives Him into
their heart already has the fulfillment of the law
within them. Refusing this truth and attempting
to obey the law by one’s own strength is to
return to Adam-to return to quilt and
condemnation. The ultimate fruit of those who
“secretly slip in” is described in Jude 1:4: “they
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”

But for those being saved—not only in
spirit but also in soul—the battle is not with the
world or Satan, but with the self. As long as the
self is alive, it remains connected to sin, the

world, and the devil. But when the self is
crucified, all of that is cut off. So the most
crucial issue is not only that our spirit is saved,
but that our soul is also brought into salvation
through the death of the cross. It is through this
that the devil, the world, and sin are utterly
defeated.

In today’s passage, the Israelites longed for
the food of Egypt and grew tired of manna.
Though they once rejoiced in their salvation,
they now found themselves complaining as
they entered into the wilderness—the place
where the soul is put to death. This mirrors our
own walk of faith. In the wilderness—the life
where we put to death the deeds of the body by
the Spirit—we live by the Word alone and are
nourished by fellowship through the Word. But
when our soul is not yet fully crucified and life
becomes difficult, we begin to long for the
things we had before salvation.These sighs and
groanings arise because we do not understand
the mystery of manna—God’s Word. Manna is
the food of those belonging to the heavenly
kingdom; it symbolizes Jesus Christ. The Word
of God is manna, and this Word is Christ
Himself.

In this passage, the manna is described as
being like a coriander seed—small, simple, and
full of divine life. It looked like bdellium (a
fragrant gum resin similar to myrrh), could be
prepared in various ways, and tasted like cakes
baked with oil. ALl of this reveals the richness of
God’s Spirit that we experience when we truly
partake of Christ as our manna. And manna
came down with the dew—a picture of God’s
mercy and grace. When God’s Word is believed
in the heart—when it becomes our own-—it
becomes the light that drives out the darkness.
When the Word becomes our nourishment, its
depths and richness bring a joy, glory,and hope
that cannot be compared to Egypt’s leeks and
garlic.

When humans wander helplessly by
themselves in the wilderness, they complain
and grumble, but those who are born again in

the Spirit will taste the abundance and glory
of life that cannot be compared to the food
they ate in Egypt. Even when circumstances
are hard, they become, as Deuteronomy 8
says, the very means by which we seek the
truth of the gospel and begin to walk in the
fullness of Christ.

When the Lord comes down in a cloud
and puts His Spirit on the 70 elders, they
begin to prophesy. Two men, Eldad and
Medad, also begin prophesying in the camp,
and Joshua urges Moses to stop them. But
Moses responded, “Would that all the Lord’s
people were prophets, that the Lord would
put His Spirit on them!” (Numbers 11:29).
This reflects God’s heart—that all of us would
bear the testimony of Jesus. The true power
of evangelism is the very person of Christ
being expressed through us. When Jesus
enters us, He uses our entire being to reveal
Himself.

To the Israelites who were dissatisfied
with manna, God gave quail until it became
loathsome to them. But it led to judgment
and death. As Psalm 106:15 says, “He gave
them what they asked, but sent a wasting
disease among them.” Cravings that come
from the flesh—even if they are met—never
result in true blessing. We must walk by the
Spirit. As the flesh is put to death, Christ
becomes our Master, and Jesus becomes our
very life.

May we learn from the mistakes of the
Israelites. Even when hard circumstances
confront us, let us not be anxious or
complain. Instead, let us rejoice in Christ
reigning in our hearts. He is our true Bread.
Let our lives become a testimony that Jesus
alone is Lord.

il with your phone’s camera
Fy  for the Llink to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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