APRIL 27, 2025

NASUNGCHURCH.NET

IsSUE 52
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To the average person, the death on the
cross appears as failure—something to be
despised. This is because both the world and
religion desire success and happiness in this
life. When Jesus performed miracles, many
followed Him and wanted to make Him their
king. They saw Him as someone who could
make their lives easier and more comfortable.
But when Jesus was treated like a criminal and
suffered, those same people turned away from
Him. The Jews were looking for a sign of a
Messiah—like Moses—who would save them
and make them great and powerful through
God’s miracles, while the Greeks were seeking
wisdom. To those who are focused on
prospering in this world, the cross of Jesus is a
stumbling block, foolishness, and a cause for
despair.

Yet God created humanity in His image and
likeness so we could be united with Him. Our
true dignity lies in that union and in reflecting
Him. However, sin separates us from that place
of union with God. Rather than staying close to
Him and allowing Him to dwell within us, we
have left that place in order to chase honor,
power, wealth, and unite ourselves with the
world. But in the end, even if we gain all the
riches and fame that this world offers, we end
up like Solomon, who said, “All is vanity”
Because we were made in God’s image and
likeness, only when we encounter Him are our
problems truly solved. Clinging to things of this
world leads only to destruction.

But as sinners born from Adam’s lineage,
how can we ever be united with Jesus, the Son
of God? Jesus, who raised the dead and calmed

the wind and waves—He possesses divine life.
How could He possibly share anything in
common with us?

There is one point at which Jesus and we
become one, where we become the same
essence: at the cross of Calvary. At that
moment, when the holy Son of God took on
flesh and became a sinner to bear the sin of all
humanity, we became united with Him. When
Jesus alone bore the suffering and death that
we should have endured as He shed His blood
on Calvary, even the Father turned His face
away. In that wretched abandonment, Jesus'
death became our death. It is through the death
of the cross that we can enter into Christ and
He can enter into us. The place where Jesus was
forsaken—that is the only place where we can
encounter Christ.

The glory of the resurrection begins at the
place where Jesus was forsaken on the cross.
Just as ashes when fully burned are considered
the cleanest state,and a leper is declared clean
only when the disease has spread over his
entire body, resurrection life begins when we
realize we are utterly dead in our sin. That’s why
the place of complete death—the place where
Jesus died—is the most blessed place. We
constantly strive for success, but if a person
from the line of Adam succeeds—he who is
formed of sin and death—the end is still
destruction. For us, the path towards death is
the path to life. As Jesus said, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me.” Therefore,
Christians must love the cross. This is the path
of life and the way of eternal salvation.

1 Corinthians 1:28 says,“God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even things that
are not, to bring to nothing things that are.” The
place we encounter disgrace, contempt, and
ignorance is where we meet Christ at the cross.
[llnesses and hardships in our lives are all
opportunities where we can meet Christ at the
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cross. For those who are saved, difficult
circumstances challenge us to ask what truly
matters: is it success and healing in this
world, or is it God’s will being fulfilled? We
come to understand that praying for the
things of the world are not true prayer
requests, but rather situations through which
God’s will may be accomplished. Our
hardships become opportunities to turn
toward God and hear His voice. In His
providence, they work together for our good.
The proper response to hardship for a
believer is not to cry out, “Fix this! Heal me!”
but rather to surrender and pray, “Lord, let
Your will be done”

Even our own righteous thoughts—
trying not to sin, striving for holiness—must
be crucified. Thoughts like “I must pray
harder” or “how can you pray after
committing such a sin?” are traps from Satan,
attempting to revive our soul apart from God.
But God has already abandoned our old
selves on the cross. Trying to be holy through
our own effort is not righteousness—it is
rebellion against the cross.

As Paul said in Galatians 6:14,“the world
has been crucified to me, and | to the world,”
the answer to every problem is the cross—
whether it be sin, self, guilt before God,
accusation before Satan, hidden sins within
us, death, or demonic oppression. Every one
of these is dealt with at the cross. Therefore,
as those made new in Christ, let us praise
God and love the cross. Whatever comes our
way, may we stop striving to fix it ourselves
and instead hand it over to the cross. May we
enter into death so that the Lord may bring
resurrection and resolution. May His grace
abound in our lives.

i@ Please scan the QR code

for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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