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Sermon of the Week:
Raising Children in the Life of Christ

Passage: Luke 18:15-17 (ESV)
Date: May 4, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Children are the most precious and
valuable gifts God has given us.As Psalm
127:3 says, “Children are a heritage from
the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward,”
they are not the possessions of parents
but a treasured inheritance entrusted to
them for a short while by God. The
relationship between parent and child is
deeply mysterious. From the moment that
one becomes a parent, a natural instinct
arises to feed and protect the child. Even
a weak and self-centered woman develops
a deep maternal love the moment she
bears a child.

When Jesus’ disciples tried to prevent
children from going to Him, He rebuked
them and said, “Let the little children
come to me and do not hinder them, for
to such belongs the kingdom of God
(v.15).” This teaches us that we must first
become like children in heart and spirit.
As we grow up in a world marked by sin
and death, our hearts become increasingly
proud and independent like those of
adults. But the Holy Spirit came to make
us like children again: by killing our old
selves that want to be more like an adult
and making us children of the Kingdom,
filled with the life of heaven. In this
childlike faith, all anxiety and worry
disappear, and we come to rely fully on
our Creator, just as a child trusts its parents.

In today’s passage, the parents who
brought their children to Jesus did not

come to hear a lesson or teaching; they
simply hoped that Jesus would touch
them. And Jesus embraced the children,
laid His hands on them, and blessed
them. Today, we must also bring our
children to Jesus. But where is Jesus now?
He is within us—He has come to dwell in
us through His life. Through His death on
the cross and resurrection, Jesus now
lives in us through the Holy Spirit.

When we die to ourselves and are
filled with Christ, the character of His life
that dwells in us as parents is mysteriously
conveyed to our children through our
relationship with them. Only the character
and instruction of Jesus can form true
human character. No amount of worldly
knowledge, wealth, or achievement can
truly shape a person’s heart. True character
is formed when the personality of Jesus
within us is imparted to our children
through us.

It does not matter what social status
a parent holds. What matters is this: the
old self has died, and Christ now lives in
me. When the love of Christ that we have
received flows to our children, they come
to know love. When God’s divine nature
enters and unites with a person created
in His image and likeness, the abundance
of that life flows to the child—nourishing
them, helping them grow, and shaping
them into a whole person in the eternal
life of Christ.

Proverbs 13:24 says, “Whoever spares
the rod hates his son, but he who loves
him is diligent to discipline him.” This
means that true love sometimes requires
discipline. But when this is driven by
fleshly emotions—failing to discipline
when needed or punishing in moments
when we shouldn't—it can distort a

child’s growth and bring harm. Only
when the self-centered nature dies by
the Holy Spirit can we raise our
children with the true instruction and
discipline of the Lord.

Jesus also said in Matthew 23:9,
‘And call no man your father on earth, for
you have one Father, who is in heaven.
There is only one true Father—our
heavenly Father. Only when He comes to
dwell within us can we truly raise
children as fathers and mothers. Only
when the life of Jesus is in us can our
children also live as true sons and
daughters.

Jesus died on the cross, rose again,
and now He dwells in us through the
Holy Spirit. We do not need to make
resolutions or try harder. All we must
do is surrender our self-centered life to
death; then the Lord who lives in our
spirit will flow into our soul—bringing
life not only to our parenting, but to
every aspect of our lives. When we try
to take control—an act of rebellion
against the true Lord—that leads to us
becoming entangled in worry and fear.
Jesus Christ alone is our eternal Lord,
and we must live listening to and
obeying only His voice.

Even if we have nothing in this
world, if we die to ourselves, we can
become living bread for others—not
only for our children but for all people.
Through a daily life of dying on the
cross, may we become precious
evangelists who supply eternal life to
everyone we encounter.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
n T for the link to the YouTube
2, M video of the full sermon.
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