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Sermon of the Week:

Living Boldly in Our New Identity in Christ

Passage: Genesis 46: 1-7 (ESV)
Date: July 5, 2026
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Life is full of major pivots—moments
where we must pack up what is familiar and
step into the unknown. In Genesis 46, Jacob
has just discovered that his son Joseph is
alive and ruling as the Prime Minister of
Egypt. To reunite with him, Jacob must
uproot his entire life. Before leaving, he
stops at Beersheba to worship. This is
sacred ground where Jacob, his father Isaac,
and his grandfather Abraham all met God;
it symbolizes Gods covenant and
redemption. It is where God speaks to
Jacob:“l am God, the God of your father. Do
not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there
| will make you into a great nation. | myself
will go down with you to Egypt, and | will
also bring you up again.”

God’s assurance wasn't simply, "You will
survive Egypt.” It was, "l will bring you back.
This promise is not just for Jacob, but for all
of us who have experienced the redemption
of the cross. This is a promise kept not
through human effort but through God
alone, shown through His Son, Jesus Christ,
who left His true home, entered exile, and
secured the way back for everyone who
trusts Him. A person with this faith does not
need to fear the "Eqypts" of this world. This
world is not our eternal dwelling place, but
a spiritual training ground for experiencing
God's salvation. Our true home is His
eternal kingdom.

That's really the heart of this passage.
Faith is not striving to become “better
people” Faith is accepting and declaring
what the Word of God says is already true:
through the blood of Jesus, you are a
justified, holy child of God. When we
embrace this identity and confidently
confess it, the Holy Spirit works within us
and weakens the power of sin that tries to
cling so closely. Just as Joseph’s family was
given access to the abundance of Egypt
because of him-and not because of
anything they did-we enjoy the riches of
grace purely because of what Jesus has
done. The Word is not an object to be
studied as knowledge, but spiritual food to
be accepted as life, and the more we
believe, the more it becomes the reality
within us. This faith isn't burdensome or
complicated. It doesn't require us to
constantly analyze whether we've done
enough. It simply asks us to receive what
has already been finished in Christ.

Resting in this truth can be hard

because our natural instinct is always to do
something. We hear the gospel and
immediately start asking what we need to
do to keep from losing it and focusing on
doing well in order to stay in God's good
graces. But this only makes our burdens
heavier and our joy harder to find. The
alternative isn't laziness or passivity; it is
simply trusting that the same God who
finished the work of our salvation is the One
sustaining it. When we let this truth settle
into our hearts, it changes how we pray, how
we face hardship,and how we see ourselves.
We no longer exhaust ourselves trying to
copy Christ through sheer human effort;
instead, we step into the identity He has
already secured for us by surrendering our
egos and plans and asking for His will to be
done.

Because God's wisdom is intimately
personalized, He meets us exactly where we
are in this journey of surrender. When
Jacob's family arrived, Joseph wisely taught
them to tell Pharaoh that they were
shepherds, a humble trade looked down
upon by the Egyptians. This social barrier
kept them isolated in the land of Goshen,
protecting them from being influenced by
the spiritually corrupt culture of Egypt and
allowing them to grow into a distinct, holy
nation.

The same is true for us today. The
things that the world dismisses as lowly are
often exactly what God uses to protect and
provide for His people. What looks like
weakness or insignificance from the outside
can be the very posture that keeps us near
to where our Shepherd wants us. To the
world, the message of the cross and a life of
surrender may look foolish and weak. Yet,
when we "die daily" to our anxieties, our
demands for specific outcomes, and our
frantic need to control our circumstances,
Christ reveals Himself through us as our True
Shepherd. Egypt, and this world, is not our
final home. God has placed us in our specific,
stressful environments intentionally to be
channels of His grace and salvation, with the
ultimate promise that we are destined to go
to His eternal kingdom.

This is the invitation Genesis 46 leaves
us with. We are called to live boldly as new
identities in Christ.Just as Joseph’s brothers
confessed to being humble shepherds in a
culture that despised them, we must not let
the values of this world define us. Don't
measure your life, or your worth, by what
the world calls impressive. Rest in the fact
that everything necessary for your salvation
has already been accomplished—not by
your effort, but by the One who promised to
bring you home.
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