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Sermon of the Week:

When We Have Nothing Left to Give

Passage: Genesis 47:13-20 (ESV)
Date: July 26, 2026
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Core Theme: The famine in Egypt
reflects our modern reality: material
wealth, status, and human effort fail to
provide ultimate fulfillment, leaving us
desperately hungry for something real.
When we surrender our possessions, our
ambitions, and our lives to Christ, we
move from spiritual famine into the
abundant grace and peace of our good
Shepherd, the true Bread of Life.

A terrible famine had spread across
Egypt; there was no food anywhere. The
people were desperate and gave the ruler of
Egypt, Joseph, all their money in exchange
for food. When the money ran out, they
brought sheep and cattle to trade for grain.
When they ran out of animals, they finally
came back with nothing left but their own
bodies and their land. "Buy us and our land
for food," they said. "We will be Pharaoh's
servants.” Three times they gave up the
things that they depended on, until they had
nothing left to offer but themselves.

The famine our world is going through
today isn't a lack of food or money; it's a
spiritual famine, an absence of God's living
Word. The world promises wealth, success,
and knowledge if we try hard enough, but
this traps people in an endless chase after
things that can never truly satisfy us, leaving
us desperately hungry for something real. We
spend our money trying to find happiness, but
it never lasts. We spend our whole lives
working hard for something we think will
finally make us content. Then we get it,and
we still feel empty. We chase a goal for
years,reach it,and realize it wasn't what we
really needed. This happens to everyone
who still believes the lie that they can save
and take care of themselves.

That deception started in the garden,
when the serpent told Adam and Eve that if
they ate the fruit, they would become like
God. Ever since then, people have tried to
take God's place in our own lives. We act like
it's all up to us to take care of ourselves and
our loved ones. But no other creature God
made lives this way. Only people, because
we want to be our own god, carry the heavy
burden of thinking we are responsible for
saving ourselves.

But through the sufferings and trials we
undergo, God crucifies that old self that tries
to live as its own false god. The devil intends
to use suffering to destroy us, but God uses
that same suffering to break that false self

and the world's chains that hold us hostage.
Suffering leads to true repentance and helps
us to let go of the things we depend on and
give our whole selves, time, and lives to God.
When we stop trying to control our own lives,
and instead believe that our old selves died
with Jesus on the cross and now live as new
creations in Him, we are set free from anxiety.

Joseph's story shows this same pattern.
His years of suffering had stripped away
everything that he once relied on and that
became the path to becoming a ruler of
Egypt who could save a starving world. In
the same way, Jesus Christ suffered on the
cross and rose again to become our eternal
Bread of Life. Every other bread, every
material possession or achievement that we
chase instead of Him, is bread that still
leaves us hungry. Only Christ truly satisfies
the spiritual hunger of humanity.

This is why the Egyptians' surrender in
Genesis 47 matters so much. It isn't just about
desperation. It shows us what it looks like to
come to the end of ourselves. Only when the
money is gone, when the things we lean on
for security and comfort are gone, and we
have nothing left but ourselves, do we finally
reach out for the Bread that truly satisfies.
That surrender is not loss: it is the doorway to
receiving what money could never buy.

Psalm 22 takes us through this same
path of suffering, describing the bones out of
joint, strength dried up and garments divided:
it is a prophecy of the desolation on the cross
where Christ was forsaken by God. But when
our old self dies on the cross with Christ and
we are resurrected in new life with Him, only
then does the confession of Psalm 23 become
reality: "The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not
want.' The suffering on the cross gives way to
the Shepherd who leads us beside still waters
and restores our souls. This psalm belongs to
every believer who understands what Jesus
did for them through His death and
resurrection. He is our Life, our Bread, our
Shepherd, our everything.

So think about what you are still clinging
onto so tightly: your job security, your
achievements, or what other people think of
you. None of these things can truly feed your
spirit. Surrender it all to the One who already
gave everything for you, and receive the
Bread that never runs out. This isn't giving up.
It's the beginning of real life, the only life
worth living. When we surrender—our
possessions, ambitions, bodies and insistence
that we control everything in our lives—to
Jesus Christ, the true Bread of Life, we move
from spiritual famine into the abundant grace
and peace of our good Shepherd and trust
that His goodness and mercy will follow us all
the days of our lives.
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