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Sermon of the Week:
A Blessing Worth Giving

In Genesis 49, before Jacob died, he
gathered his 12 sons and said: "Assemble
and listen, O sons of Jacob, listen to Israel
your father” Last week, we discussed that he
had two names.“Jacob” was a liar who trusted
himself more than God.“/srael” represents the
redeemed believer—transformed by God’s
grace through Jesus Christ, and capable of
delivering God's blessings.

On our own, we're like Jacob. But when
Jesus changes us, we become new people
who can pass on the truth. As born-again
believers, our greatest calling is to live and
speak not out of our old "Jacob" nature, but
out of our renewed "/srael” identity.

This connects to something else. Why
do so many people outside the church
accuse Christians of being fake? It's not just
because the world got more cynical. It's
because real, living worship has stopped
happening in a lot of churches and many
are still living as “Jacob”. Many believers
think worship means showing up on Sunday
and participating in church activities. But
those rules are from the Old Testament.
Everything changed after the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Now, each
believer who has received the Holy Spirit is
a living temple of God.

We are now members of a royal
priesthood, moved by the Holy Spirit who
dwells within us. Every step of a life lived in
the Spirit, wherever we are, becomes an act
of spiritual worship. When someone
receives Jesus, that person becomes a living
witness for Him. What matters most isn't a
great sermon from the pulpit. It's every
believer being able to say: "Here's what
Jesus is doing in my life." That kind of real
testimony is what actually changes people,
not fancy words.

God doesn't need you to have a
seminary degree or knowledge of the Bible
to use you. What He wants is for you to die
to yourself every day. When you stop trying
to make something happen in your own
strength, surrender to Him and become an
empty vessel, Jesus does the work Himself
through you. That's His job, not yours to
force into happening.

Now look at the blessings Jacob gave
his sons. They're a mirror for us. Reuben, the
oldest, should have received the greatest
honor. But he lost it because he sinned
against his father, reaching for something
that was never his to take. That mistake
points back to Adam, who was made to
reflect God's glory but reached for God's
place instead. That's really the root cause of
every worried heart ever since. The worst
curse isn't sickness or poverty. It's spending

Passage: Genesis 49:1-9 (ESV)
Date: August 9, 2026
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

your whole life trying to climb to a place you
were never meant to reach; trying to carry
burdens that were never yours to carry. Real
peace begins the moment you admit, "I'm
trying to be God in my life, but | am not God
and | can't fix everything.”

That truth has to become something
you actually fight for, not just an idea you
agree with. When worry or anxiety rises up
inside you, notice it. Name it. That feeling is
a warning sign—it means some part of you
is still trying to be God. In that moment,
speak against it directly and banish it.
Remind yourself: the birds of the air do not
make their own bread and God takes care of
them, as He takes care of me. That quiet,
inner battle matters more than any outward
show of strength. It's the real fight of faith.
And here’s the good news: whatever the
enemy meant to use to destroy you, God can
turn it into a blessing. Whatever weakness
you're carrying, there's no need to be anxious
about it, because God will handle it. Don't
trust your emotions or your feelings. Hold on
to God's Word instead—because it's when we
hold onto His Word that the Holy Spirit
moves and helps us, not when we pray based
on our own thoughts, wishes and emotions.

Simeon and Levi reacted in anger that
resulted in violent revenge. Jacob cursed
them and said their families would be
scattered instead of staying together as one
tribe. That sounds like punishment. But God
turned that scattering into a blessing.
Because the Levites were spread out through
every tribe, they became the priests who
could teach God's law to the whole nation.
What looked like a curse became the way
God's people learned to worship Him. This is
how God's grace works. He can take our
worst failures and, when we turn back to
Him, use them for good.

Jacob blessed Judah, calling him a
young lion and said that kings would come
from his family, including one whose robe
would be washed clean like it had been
dipped in wine. This was a promise about
Jesus Christ and whose blood washes us
clean and makes us completely new.

Ask yourself: if you had one last
moment with the people you love, what
would you tell them? Would it be vague
reassurances? Or would it be the truth that
God changes liars into new people, that He
turns our failures into blessings, and that
His kingdom starts quietly, in you, before it
ever reaches anyone else? Let us cast off our
worries, trust in the finished work of Christ,
and live each day as a transformed "Israel'—
overflowing with the joy, blessings and
peace of the Gospel.
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