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Sermon of the Week:

Meant for Good: Joseph, Forgiveness,and the End of Fear

Passage: Genesis 50: 15-21
Date: August 16, 2026
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Throughout this series on Genesis,
Jacob represents the natural, fleshly human
condition: ambitious, scheming, and con-
stantly striving in self-reliance. His self-
reliance caused him years of anxiety, fear,
and severe hardships. Likewise, today we
live according to our own inner person-
alities and thoughts, creating lives of
anxiety and worry within environments
built by those desires. Yet, God broke Jacob's
hip, representing his self-dependence,
transforming him into Israel. That a selfish,
thieving fraudster like Jacob became a man
who blessed even his enemies displays the
transformation of a believer who has be-
come a new creation in Christ. This shows
how God molds fragile 'earthen vessels’ like
us to hold the priceless treasure of His
presence.

Where Jacob represents the inner trans-
formation of the believer, Joseph fore-
shadows Jesus Christ in His divine authority
and rule. Through Joseph’s life, God demon-
strates His absolute sovereignty by taking
events that other people intended for harm
and turning them into the way for global
salvation.

When their father Jacob passed away,
Joseph’s brothers worried that without their
father, Joseph would hold a grudge and pay
them back for throwing him into slavery.
They sent a messa?e asking for forgiveness
and bowed before Joseph, offering to be his
servants.

When Joseph heard their words, he
wept because his brothers still doubted his
love and lived in quilt, unable to grasp how
complete his forgiveness truly was. Joseph
comforted them, saying:

"Do not fear, for am [ in the place of God?
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God
meant it for good, to bring it about that many
people should be kept alive, as they are today.
So do not fear; | will provide {or you and your
little ones.” [Genesis 50:19-21]

This passage highlights the difference
between living under the spirit of the Law
versus living under the grace of the Holy
Spirit. The reason we fail to fully trust God
and live with lingering guilt is that we ate
the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil
and put ourselves in God’s position. It is the
work of Satan that makes us think that we
are the masters of our own thoughts, Ludg-
ments, and feelings, which fills us with the

O

poison of acting as a false god in our lives.
Consequently, we keep trying to carry the
worries and anxieties that rightly belong to
God, and fail to enjoy His rest. The way to
overcome this is to yield ourselves daily to
death on the cross. As the apostle Paul
confessed, 'l die daily”: when we surrender
ourselves and our anxieties and return to
our original place as created beings and
stop trying to become the Creator, true
freedom and peace enter our lives.

ManB/ believers live like Joseph's brothers,
constantly fearing judgment and doubting
whether God has truly forgiven their past
mistakes. Most conflicts between brothers
and sisters in Christ, even within the church,
arise from human misunderstandings. When
someone wrongs or hurts us, rather than
reacting in arhger, realize it is God's way to
reveal the hidden malice and ego still inside
us—which helps us to bring it to the cross
and leads to true reconciliation and a
genuine church community. When we view
difficult situations through the lens of the
cross, we see that God uses these trials to
refine our spirit and crucify our self-will.

Spiritual maturity is a journey of con-
tinuous growth. Just as Jesus restored a
blind man’s sight in stages, our spiritual
eyes are opened gradually, leading us to
deeper spiritual understanding. Initial faith
saves our spirit (justification), but walking
daily with the Holy Spirit transforms our
character and thoughts (sanctification).

As our experience of God’s Word becom-
ing real in life increases progressively, the
freedom we enjoy grows deeper and wider
over time. Salvation does not stop at our
spirits being saved and receiving forgive-
ness of sins. When we come to believe that
Jesus is our true bread and practical supply
in every moment of life, we experience the
resolution of not only spiritual matters, but
also all daily and physical life problems.

As we yield our worries and self-will to
the cross, Christ lives through us. This
enables us to speak words of comfort,
extend genuine grace, and nourish others
just as Joseph did.

So think about how you're living: are
you still lingering under the fears you had in
the past or are you walking in the freedom
of Christ’s finished work on the cross? Just as
news of liberation after a war brings im-
mediate freedom whether the citizens feel
liberated or not, that is the truth and a fact.
In the same way, Christ has accomplished
complete salvation for us. Let us lay down
our anxieties and trust that God is orch-
estrating all things for His ultimate good.
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