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English Translation

Living as Spiritual Sacrifices and Temples of True Worship  piease view the QR code for full sermon  yzfet

What is the ultimate goal of our sal-
vation? Many believers see it as a ticket to
heaven or a guarantee of blessing. But the
primary purpose of redemption is wor-
ship—offering our lives daily as a holy,
living sacrifice to God.

Throughout Scripture, redemption leads
directly to worship. When Moses stood
before Pharaoh requesting freedom for God's
people, Pharaoh tried to negotiate com-
[Jromises to keep the Israelites from
eaving permanently. This resembles the
way Satan today leaves believers with
lingering attachments to human affection
and material things, preventing them from
severing ties with the world and movin
toward true worship. But Moses refuse
every compromise and declared they
would go on a "three days' journey." For us,
this journey signifies the death of Christ
and His resurrection on the third day. True
worship can begin only after we break the
chains of worldly attachment, die to our
‘al]d' self” and resurrect into new life in

rist.

The book of Romans contains some of
Scripture’s most central truths. Chapters
1-11 deal with how a fallen sinner is
redeemed by God's grace. The rest of the
book answers a different question: how
should redeemed believers now live? The
apostle Paul wrote that God's divinity and
power are woven throughout the universe,
and believers who grow spiritually th-
rough grace come to recognize His living
presence ever more clearly within His cre-
ation. Yet most people who claim to know
redemption stop at the shallowest layer:
they are grateful their sins are forgiven
and go no further, never grasping how vast
the new life in Christ actually is.

Humans are the only beings on earth

called to manifest God's living presence.
Scripture refers to us as "God's field" and
"God's temple." A field exists to bring forth
what was planted in it; a temple exists to
house what has come to dwell there.
Neither exists just for itself. God planted
Christ, the seed, into us—a field made of
soil. The nature of soil needs to be dirty—
there has to be decaying matter in it to
become useful. In the same way, the Lord
came for dirty sinners rather than the
righteous. When the seed of Christ is
planted within our sinful selves, we be-
come a holy temple where God dwells,
and His life I1s manifested through us into
the world.

In the Old Testament, believers went
to a temﬁle to meet God. Today, the very
body of the believer who confesses Christ
as Lord has become that temple—there is
no other structure to visit. This means
Sunday worship was never meant to be
the point. The real question is what hap-
pens the rest of the week, at work, school,
or home. This is why despite faithfully
attending church for years, a person can
remain essentially unchanged. That is
because attending church is not the same
as offering true worship. A person can
passionately sing every hymn and gen-
erously give tithes and donations, and still
return home to the same temper, the same
anxieties, and the same old self runnin
the show. As the dprophet [saiah warned,
God is not pleased by countless sacrifices
and offerin%s if the ownership of your
heart is unchanged [Isaiah 1:11-15].

Real spiritual worship happens daily
the moment the old self realizes it is not
the driver but a passenger, and surrenders
the wheel to Christ. Therefore, the most
vital practice of worship is the daily
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discipline of dying to your old self and
resurrecting as a new life in Christ.
Because we were given free will,as long
as we keep the stubborn ego alive and
we continue to choose to take care of
everything ourselves rather than su-
rrender to Him; the power of Christ
holds back from being manifested. But
when that "l" dies, the Lord within be-
gins to flow out, transforming every-
where we go into a place of worship.

Whether facing unfair treatment or
pressure to compromise at work, tryinﬁ
to resolve things in our own strengt
leaves us reacting with impatience and
distress. But when we proclaim that we
have died and risen again with Christ,
He takes over and resolves the situation.
For a believer, the workplace is not just
a place to earn a living but a spiritual
training ground where faith grows. We
come to realize that the obstacles or
people who oppose us are not the true
enemy of the cross—rather, the real
enemy of the cross is the ‘old self” that
refuses to die.

Christians live as citizens of God's
kingdom, beyond any nationality,and go
into the world as witnesses of Christ.
When believers gather to share the
Word and fellowship, it is a holy assem-
bly where they testify to the grace the
Lord worked in each of their lives
throughout the week, and strengthen
themselves once more to go out into
the spiritual battlefield of the world.
When “I" die and Christ within me flows
out through my life, the kingdom of God
will advance and expand wherever we
go as living sacrifices and true temples
of Christ.
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