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Sermon of the Week:

Made to Hold God’s Presence

Passage: Genesis 1:27-28 (ESV)
Date: September 27,2026
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Core Theme: God made us for a
purpose: to hold His presence like
clay jars holding a priceless treasure.
When humanity chose self-reliance,
shame and emptiness followed, and
no amount of money, success, or effort
can fill that void. Through Christ’s
death and resurrection, God forgives
our sin and comes to live within us by
His Spirit. As we put our ‘old self” to
death each day and trust what God
says about us, His life flows out

through us to the people around us.

Every object in the world has a
proi)er place where it belongs. In Mark
4:21, Jesus points out that no one lights
a lamp just to hide it under a basket or a
bed. Instead, you put it on a stand so its
light can fill the room. In the same way,
God made everything with a specific
place and purpose in mind.

Our true purpose and dignity come
from being made in the image of God.
Even though God formed us from the
dust, He designed us like jars of clay
meant to hold a priceless treasure: God
Himself. The Lord created us so He could
live inside us and we could become one
with Him.

When God created the first humans,
He declared that His creation was "very
good". Yet today, many people look in the
mirror and feel unhappy, dissatisfied or
empty inside. This misery happens
because humanity has walked away
from the original purpose for which God
made us.

In the Garden of Eden, God gave
humans free will. He warned them not
to eat from the tree of the knowledge of
giood and evil. But tempted by the
illusion that “we could be like God’
humans  chose _ self-reliance  over
submission to the Creator. In doing so,we
traded our original goodness and d|gn|'%y
for a troubled life governed by self-
centeredness and spiritual separation
from God.

This choice—putting our own will
above God's—is the root of sin. When
humans tried to act as their own gods,
feelings of shame and fear took over. Just
like Adam and Eve tried to hide their

nakedness using fig leaves, people today
feel like they cannot expose their true
selves and try to hide behind the fig
leaves of money, success, or social status.
As the wisdom of Ecclesiastes reminds
us, pursuing, peace through worldliness
ultimately yields nothing. Human effort
alone can never fix our inner emptiness
or create a deep sense of self-worth; that
inner void can only be filled by a restored
relationship with our Creator.

But God did not abandon us in our
fear. In Eden, He provided clothes made
of animal skins to cover human shame.
This was a hint of what Jesus Christ
would do for us on the cross. Through His
death and resurrection, Jesus covers us,
removes our sin, and lives within us as
the Holy Spirit.

Through faith in Christ, believers are
transformed into a new creation. Our
salvation and identity no longer depend
on our shifting emotions, on being good
enough, or on our knowledge, but on the
unshakeable, finished work of Christ. As
temples of the Holy Spirit, we are called
each day to step away from self-
condemnation and stand securely in the
grace freely offered to us.

Daily Christian life is not about
collecting as much biblical knowledge as
we can, but about crucifying and putting
to death our corrupt ‘old self” every day.
When negative thoughts, worries, or
doubts pop up, we can learn to recognize
them as lies comm%from Satan and_our
‘old self” trying to be its own god. This
helps us to confidently reject these
thoughts in the name of Jesus Christ and
trust what God says about us instead. God
looks solely at His Son Jesus Christ, who
shed His blood for us on the cross of
Calvary, and declares to us, "You are
righteous; you are My child.”

Regardless of our feelings or
emotions, we must hold fast only to the
eternal Word of God as the truth. When
our ‘old self” dies and the Holy Spirit
comes to live within us, the Lord's
knowledge, wisdom, joy, and power flow
out from within us like living water and
shining light and we can enjoy true peace
and rest. As we rest in God's promises,
our lives become channels of His
blessing that reflect His grace, peace, and
truth to our families, neighbors, and
communities. May we daily lay aside our
anxieties, trust in the = complete
redemption found in Jesus, and joyfully
fulfill the purpose for which we were
wonderfully made.
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