16-19%)2 CIA| Y0{ENQ.
5| X0 EM|Q.

CHAl 28N 28t =AU

T =E

2. O|Azfol iy
OfX|X] 8}T B{IAE
A} 04402 siie= o] oLzt
Sol= 2Lt

Of 4041 SOt s ALt
AS sifzof

=l

F

QIZto| AlthS Li2{z1 Ot} Lif 2hH| HSHA = Stk
HI2F2 0 SHHEO| TS| RHRA| D QU=SED HACHE A
2HS PP S ALY,

O

3. et TES Sl A2t =AU ESO|LE 2YS
Of2Hof| 2HEHS| HO{2A| 1 9| =8h= ARES P EANIR. 20| 2H[0]X|of

= F/oH 7|1=5k= ARFS FFX[AH

stood in the Sinai wilderness, and God
told Moses to count every man 20
years or older who could go to war. The
journey ahead would last 40 years.
About two million people would walk
through a desert where nobody grew
crops or made clothes or shoes. Yet in
the end, God reminded them that their
clothes had not worn out and their
sandals had not worn off their feet.
They had not provided anything for
themselves. God was with them, and
He gave them everything they needed.

For the believer, Jesus is God’s
answer to our needs. He is the way, the
truth, and the life, our “all in all”. He
takes care of the three things we worry
about most: clothing, food, and shelter.

The first is clothing. After Adam
and Eve sinned, they felt ashamed and
hid behind leaves. Nothing they made
could cover their shame, so God
clothed them in animal skins, a picture
of Jesus, the Lamb of God. Galatians
3:27 says that all who were baptized
into Christ have clothed themselves
with Christ. No new outfit can quiet a
guilty heart, but Christ can, and those
who are clothed in Him are freed from
the slavery of luxury and outward
appearances.

The second is food. We eat to stay
alive, but the food of this world cannot
truly fill us and we are left starving for
something real to sustain us. This type
of physical nourishment still ends in
aging, sickness, and death. Jesus said
that He is the true bread, and that
;%eople live on every word God speaks.

he Bible is not just a book to read.
God’s Word is spiritual food that
nourishes us. Only when we consume
the food of the Word do the assurance
of salvation, eternal life, the power to
overcome sin and the world, and the
ability to love our enemies flow out
from within us.

The third is a home. People work
all their lives to provide a home where
they can rest on earth, but worldly
houses cannot give true rest and often

houses, but in abidin? in Christ, our
eternal refuge and fortress [Psalm
90:1; John 15:4]. Therefore, Jesus said
to seek first God's kingdom, and
everything else will be given to us.

Now we can see why God counted
the people. Over 600,000 men were
written down according to their
families and tribes. Each one had to
know who he belonged to and say so.
Our faith starts the same way. We no
longer belong to Adam. We belong to
Christ,and we have moved from death
to life. Paul says that if we belong to
Christ, we are part of Abraham’s family
and will receive what God promised.

God did not want a crowd of
strong-minded individuals each going
their own way. In the same way, He
saved us not only as individuals but to
form the Church, the body of Christ,
with Christ as its head. Just as soldiers
die to their individuality and ego and
learn to obey commands through
difficult training, believers must lay
down their own pride and stubborn-
ness and be broken down in order to
become united. Our “old self” has been
crucified with Christ, and the Spirit
teaches us to live as one body, one
church, with Christ as its head. Being
born again is a wonderful gift. We are
saved so that we can join together,
learn from each other, and teach each
other with humble hearts.

The wilderness teaches that God
supplies everything for those who
belong to Him, and the cross proves it.
Everyone around us is still sewing fig
leaves, working for bread that does not
satisfy, and uildin% houses that
cannot give rest. We have been given
what they are searching for. So, let go
of the old thinking that worries about
food, clothes, or a place to rest. When
we first seek Jesus Christ, the Creator
God will supply every single thing we
need in our lives. Through true
repentance, surrendering our own
thoughts and egos and turning toward
the direction of the Word, we live each
day in victory through the Holy Spirit.
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